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Patrik Argast, Patrik Argast / courtesy of PolarisPacific
The Bond at 311 2nd in Jack London Square is a luxury modern loft-design by KTGY Architects.

Mike Wilkes and Grant Barth moved to the Bay Area from Portland a few months
ago.

Once they started house-hunting, the
East Bay quickly emerged as the
most-affordable option.

“We came upon Jack London Square
and The Bond (condo complex
pictured at top) and just loved it,”
Wilkes said. The couple bought a
two-bedroom, two-bathroom on the
sixth floor there for just under

g $700,000. A similar San Francisco
Mike Wilkes, left, and his husband Grant Barth, condo would have topped $1 million,
right, troubleshoot a computer problem in The Wilkes said

Bond, a condominium conversion in Oakland (Ian
C. Bates, The Chronicle)

http://blog.sfgate .com/ontheblock/2013/08/19/condo-conversions-bloom-as-market-rebounds/#14902101=0&14905103=0

1/5


http://blog.sfgate.com/ontheblock/files/2013/08/Bond.jpg
http://blog.sfgate.com/ontheblock/author/csaid/
http://blog.sfgate.com/hottopics/2014/02/19/the-most-influential-candy-bar-named/
http://blog.sfgate.com/stew/2014/02/18/waiter-tosses-huge-tip-from-tips-for-jesus/
http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/Ai-Weiwei-says-US-artist-wrong-to-smash-his-vase-5247201.php
http://blog.sfgate.com/stew/2014/02/18/hot-pockets-linked-to-petaluma-meat-plant-recalled/
http://www.sfgate.com/science/article/Toilet-etiquette-and-other-tips-to-conserve-water-5243032.php
javascript:ft740347.api.open('http://adserver.adtechus.com/adlink/5399/3057526/0/225/AdId=5020694;BnId=1;itime=838128262;kvp36=p36-13m2wkh2vocm61wz;kva=p-zg1srhfrbcruz;kr14135=2053800;kvc=568442;kvi=uwuf8aai6mwkfobyxwahig;kr11092=1177746;kvl=44511;kvs=728x90;kp=319133;nodecode=yes;link=http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CDrgV8AUFU-zUI9iA-gOiwoD4Bb7cgaEDhr-UnHjAjbcBEAEgAFCAx-HEBGDJ9viGyKOgGYIBF2NhLXB1Yi03NzQ2MjQ3Mjk4NDIwODgzoAHQlMDzA8gBCeACAKgDAZgEAKoE4AFP0DSJB22Yco59oOQcCvqeAw227GVPPWJDQQ0VC8d1WfQexHriStn7qIuqPNlJhBXKD9A7PB9H7Cxx0AqPPWvb4CwxJyk4Y8ceoJKr8f85PcVxthPSs4W6TlFTfcwqyW7TqGCSWWJ7jYnkT7_duffjT0fjVe0V7Gy-dYo13VNlrcsN3EPlddsoyqOoHeA7_9x-Rzni4Tg_BvAEQMf6gkuJXMxlhQwuBQvrTm5YtgUoAA75r8nlhIMnsiaH4evm37aTAlNtczamZe6_5I_diXk60zGycEnj7z1EVFp5g1xYcuAEAYAGyMfy28edtdcooAYh&num=1&sig=AOD64_1Tm-RrlvyvEo7GBrHKAwo-1s_b0w&client=ca-pub-7746247298420883&adurl=http://exch.quantserve.com/r?a=p-zg1SRhfrBcRUz;labels=_qc.clk,_click.adserver.rtb,_click.rand.45148;rtbip=64.7.198.220;rtbdata2=EAAaDlRyaXBJdF9EZWMyMDEzIM-jCijf2wIw-tgiOhZodHRwOi8vYmxvZy5zZmdhdGUuY29tQgcIuoqCARAXUAFaKGZfVThTQ18xYlJabm9XdE5jNkozRjN6M2FCcG44bU1YTEtMbmNyR1R1f8aSQoAB_NuU4QGgASOoAbG3gQGwAQK6AR1DQUVTRU5tbXFXR1U4Y2dxX1JZeTZTeWpKTzQ6McABjbi7AcgBl-j83MQo2gEWVXdVRjhBQUk2bXdLZm9CWVh3QWhJZ-UBs5BQPegBMpgCrO0B;redirecturl2=http://servedby.flashtalking.com/click/3/25279;740347;658668;210;0/?g=223779FDB1A6E7&random=995167033&ft_width=728&ft_height=90&url=http://www.tripit.com/pro?un=Q22014Pro&um=banner&us=Quantcast');
http://pixel.quantcount.com/r?a=p-9fYuixa7g_Hm2;rand=45148;labels=_click.creative.iab,_qc.iab.clk.p-zg1SRhfrBcRUz.44511.568442,_qc.template;redirecturl2=http://www.quantcast.com/adchoices
http://www.sfgate.com/
http://www.sfgate.com/
http://www.sfgate.com/news/
http://www.sfgate.com/sports/
http://www.sfgate.com/business/
http://www.sfgate.com/entertainment/
http://www.sfgate.com/food/
http://www.sfgate.com/living/
http://www.sfgate.com/travel/
http://www.sfgate.com/columns/
http://www.sfgate.com/index/
http://blog.sfgate.com/ontheblock/2013/08/19/condo-conversions-bloom-as-market-rebounds/?share=facebook&nb=1
http://blog.sfgate.com/ontheblock/2013/08/19/condo-conversions-bloom-as-market-rebounds/?share=twitter&nb=1
http://blog.sfgate.com/ontheblock/2013/08/19/condo-conversions-bloom-as-market-rebounds/?share=email&nb=1
http://blog.sfgate.com/ontheblock/2013/08/19/condo-conversions-bloom-as-market-rebounds/?share=pinterest&nb=1
http://blog.sfgate.com/ontheblock/2013/08/19/condo-conversions-bloom-as-market-rebounds/?share=linkedin&nb=1
http://blog.sfgate.com/ontheblock/2013/08/19/condo-conversions-bloom-as-market-rebounds/?share=google-plus-1&nb=1

2/19/2014 Condo conversions bloom as market rebounds - On The Block

Image 1 out of 6

Courtesy of PolarisPacific
The distinctive grand column at the front of the Broadway Grand condominiums, designed by MBH
Architects, gives a focal point to easily recognize the building from the boulevards leading to its door.

The Bond is among a wave of local “condo conversions” that also include the
Broadway Grand in Oakland, the Bridgewater in Emeryville and the Skyline in San
Jose.

Some developers who opened planned condo communities during the housing
downturn had to quickly switch them to rentals as there was so little buyer appetite
for real estate.

Now with the pendulum swinging back and hordes of eager buyers fighting over
scarce inventory, some of those complexes are switching back to condo sales. For
more on condo conversions, click here.

Carolyn Said is a San Francisco Chronicle staff writer. Follow her on Twitter:
@csaid
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